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the web of European secret diplomacy. While the
Czar invited all governments to unite in a "Holy
Alliance" to prevent war, Metternich for the same
purpose formed the less holy but more powerful
"Quadruple Alliance" of Russia, Prussia, Austria,
and England.

The designs of Metternich, however, went far
beyond the mere prevention of war. To his mind
the cause of all the upheavals which had convulsed
Europe was the spirit of liberty bred in France in
the days of the Revolution; if order was to be re-
stored, there must be a return to the former auto-
cratic4>rinciple of government, to the doctrine of
"Divine Right"; it was for kings and emperors
to command; it was the duty of subjects to obey.
These principles had not, it was true, preserved
peace in the past, but Metternich now proposed
that, in the future, sovereigns or their representa-
tives should meet "at fixed periods" to adjust their
own differences and to assist one another in enforc-
ing the obedience of subjects everywhere. The
rulers were reasonably well satisfied with the world
as it was arranged by the Congress of Vienna in
1815 and determined to set their faces against any
change in the relations of governments to one an-
other or to their subjects. They regretted, indeed,